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WHY YOU MIGHT WANT 
PLEX MEDIA SERVER 

 

Like many of you, I stream videos 

from Netflix, etc onto my TV over the 

internet.  I use ROKU to stream video 

from the internet to my TV, although 

you might use another means.  That’s 

just a matter which brand of car you 

drive…they all do pretty much the 

same thing. 

 

Where my system may differ from 

yours is that I have PLEX Media 

Server installed on my computer.  

Through Plex, I can play home videos 

and backup-copies of videos to my 

TV, and also photos and music.   

 

Basically, you just go to www.plex.tv 

to sign up and then download, install 

& configure the Plex Media Server.  

Not at all incidentally – Plex is free. 

 

If you think you’re interested in 

setting up Plex, there is a great article 

in the February 2019 MaximumPC 

magazine.   

 

There are several steps to configure 

Plex the way you want it. 

 

 

TUNE UP YOUR ANDROID 
PHONE AND/OR TABLET 

 

This piece started out when I noticed 

that my old, yet very usable, Android 

tablet was not lasting as long as it had 

been.  After I found out some very 

interesting info about battery use I 

then reviewed other settings for 

adjusting battery use and performance. 

 

By battery life, I mean both how fast 

the device runs down the battery every 

day and also, how long the battery will 

continue performing until it needs to 

be replaced. 

 

 Fully charging a battery every 

night shortens battery life.  This is 

important if you keep your device 

for more than 2-3 years, as most 

smartphones no longer have 

easily accessible batteries, so 

replacement can be expensive.   

 

I came across a great app for both 

Apple and Android devices, 

named AccuBattery.  The free 

version is very informative about 

how battery life is affected, and 

for a whopping $3.99, the Pro 

version adds more features.  I 

highly recommend at least trying 

the free version – it is an 

education.  After changing any 

battery or performance setting, 

AccuBattery can be used to 

monitor battery performance and 

let you know how your change 

affects the battery. 

 

 In the Battery settings in many  

Android devices, Optimize 

allows you several options to 

balance performance and battery 

life.  The Optimize settings on my 

Samsung phone & tablet have 3 

generic settings (standard, mid-

level battery saving, and high-

level battery saving) and a 

Custom setting that allows me to 

fine-tune battery use.  Keep in 

mind that whenever you adjust 

the battery life you drop the 

performance somewhat, so the 

device will run slower.  If you are 

reading a book, this doesn’t really 

matter.  If you want a snappier 

device, this may not be for you. 

 

 Some other adjustable factors that 

affect battery life are: 

 

o Screen brightness 

o How long the display stays 

on before going black.   

 

There are many other settings that you 

can adjust, which vary somewhat by 

manufacturer and model.  If you are 

perfectly happy with how your phone 

or tablet is working, that’s fine and 

you probably won’t be interested in 

changing any settings.  If, though, 

your device runs out of steam in the 

late afternoon, or you plan to keep 

your device for several years, I would 

encourage you to check out the 

AccuBattery app, to save you the $80 

or more cost of replacing the battery, 

or having to carry around a small 

battery charger so you can charge the 

battery when not near your home or 

car charger. 

 

 

MOZY FREE IS EXPIRING 
 

If you are using Mozy for your online 

backups, you may have missed the 

announcement last year that Carbonite 

acquired Mozy on March 19, 2018 and 

will end the Free Mozy Home backup 

accounts on April 15, 2019.  This 

means that your backups on Mozy will 

be irretrievably deleted from the Mozy 

servers on April 15, so if you want to 

restore any files from the backed up 

files, you will need to do it before 

April 15
th

. 

 

If you want to continue backing up 

online, you can upgrade to a supported 

Carbonite plan, which will transfer 

your backups from Mozy to Carbonite 

servers.   

 

If you want to shop around, there are 

other online backup services you 

might want to consider.  My 

preference for the past year or two has 

been iDrive (not associated with 

Apple, despite the i in the name). 

 

 

SOME USEFUL UTILITIES 
(Incidentally, they are free) 

 

Here are some interesting utilities that 

I have found useful. 
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PC Decrapifier is a utility that looks 

for software that is commonly bundled 

(included) with new computers.  It is a 

small file that downloads and installs 

easily.  When you run it, the app does 

a fast analysis of your computer and 

presents 3 categories of software that 

is has located.  You might see, for 

example, several of the games bundled 

with Windows 10, or trial versions of 

various programs.  Just check the ones 

you don’t want and PC Decrapifier 

uninstalls them.  It is much faster than 

uninstalling these programs one at a 

time.  Also, I frequently see bundled 

apps on computers that are there only 

because the computer’s owner hasn’t 

thought about uninstalling them, or 

sometimes, doesn’t know how to 

uninstall programs.  Get it at 

www.pcdecrapifier.com/download/fre

e or www.pcdecrapifier.com  

 

Ninite is my go-to program for 

downloading and installing commonly 

used programs on new computers, or 

updating existing programs.  The 

beauty of Ninite is that it 

automatically removes the added 

software that is usually pre-checked 

for because “you just can’t live 

without this”, keeping the crap off of 

your computer.  It isn’t a program that 

you install on your computer – you go 

to the website, check the software you 

want to download/install, and then run 

the utility.  If you want to update a 

program just go to Ninite and run it 

again.  Note that there are only about a 

hundred programs listed on Ninite, 

although they are very commonly used 

and, as I mentioned above, I use it 

frequently.  Get it at www.ninite.com   

 

Recuva is a very usable program for 

restoring deleted files.  If you don’t 

already know, when you delete a file 

into the Recycle bin (trash) the file is 

placed into the Recycle bin folder, 

which is just another folder on the 

computer, and you can still retrieve 

the file (like putting something into 

the trash container in your home) by 

right-clicking on the Recycle bin.   

 

When you empty the Recycle bin (also 

by right clicking on it) what happens 

is that the first letter of the name is 

replaced with a symbol and the space 

on the hard drive is made available for 

use.  Eventually, the space on the hard 

drive that the file used will be 

overwritten by another file.  Until 

then, though, a file recovery utility 

such as Recuva can be used to scan 

your hard drive and locate deleted 

files.  If the file is recoverable, you 

can get it back, and specify where you 

want it to be so that it doesn’t 

overwrite a newer file with the same 

name in the same folder.  Download it 

from www.ccleaner.com/recuva 

 

WinDirStat will answer the question 

of what is taking up all of your hard 

drive space.  Simple to use, just 

download/install and then run it.  It 

will take a few minutes to analyze 

your drive, and voila, you can see why 

your hard drive is filling up.  I recently 

ran WinDirStat on a computer that had 

very little space left on the hard drive 

and I couldn’t account for why.  It 

turned out that there were a few years 

of Quicken backup files that had 

accumulated, taking up about ¼ of the 

total space on the hard drive.  As all of 

these daily backups were unnecessary, 

I deleted all but a few and recovered 

over 100GB of hard drive space.  Get 

WinDirStat at 

https://filehippo.com/download_windi

rstat/ .  I am recommending 

downloading it from Filehippo 

because, the windirstat.net web page 

can be somewhat confusing. 

 

MultiCloud is a utility for managing 

multiple online storage sites.  If you 

are using multiple online storage sites 

- perhaps OneDrive for selected 

backups, GoogleDrive document 

sharing, and so forth, you may forget 

which files are where.  the MultiCloud 

utility manages multiple online 

storage sites so that you can easily 

locate files.  It also allows you to 

move files between the online storage 

sites, and more.  Check it out at 

www.multicloud.com  

 

 

STARGAZING 
 

Sky Map is a simpler app for phones 

and tablets.  After downloading and 

installing it (free) on your phone or 

tablet, just point the phone/tablet at the 

sky (as though you are taking a photo) 

and you will see the names of what is 

in the sky.  Although it works day or 

night, I only used it when looking at 

the night sky.  You can also set filters 

to display only planets, only stars, etc.  

It is also available for Windows 

computers, although I only see myself 

using it when I see something in the 

sky and want to identify it.  Keep in 

mind that true north and magnetic 

north are not the same, and Sky Map 

uses magnetic north, so what you see 

may be 15 or more degrees from what 

you are pointing at.  Get Sky Map at 

your device’s store (PlayStore, Apple 

Store, etc) 

 

Stellarium is like Sky Map on 

steroids - planetarium, of sorts, for 

computers.  I believe Stellarium is best 

used on a desktop or notebook 

computer rather than a tablet or phone.  

You can view the night sky from any 

location, any time of day or night, and 

even any year.  What did the night sky 

look like on the day that Benjamin 

Franklin was born?  What will it look 

like on the 14
th

 of the next month, in 

Calgary Canada, if you are planning to 

be there at that time.  Stellarium apps 

are available for Windows, Android, 

and Apple devices.  Check it out at 

https://stellarium.org/  

 

The NASA website has a huge and 

often very spectacular collection of 

high-definition, photographs and 

videos taken from the Hubble space 

telescope, orbiting satellites, and 

earth-bound locations.  Simply 

amazing!  Check them out at 

www.nasa.gov then click on Galleries 

and then select photos, videos, or 

Ultra Hi-Def Videos. 

 

BTW, you can download them for free 

and make them wallpaper on your 

computer. 

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list.  Since the beginning of this 
newsletter, CCC has had absolutely no financial 

or investment interest in any recommend 

products or services. 
 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 

set to On. 
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